Source of material
A mixture of MgCl 2 · 6H2O, H3PO4 (85 wt%), H3BO3, C5H5N, NH 2 NHCSNH 2 and H 2 O in molar ratio of 1 : 1.5 : 8 : 2.5: 1: 22. was loaded in a sealed thick wall Pyrex tube and then placed in an oven at 383 K for 6 days. Colorless cubic crystals were obtained after washing with deionized water. The TG curve showed a two step mass loss of 27.3% (calc. 27 % for a total loss of nine water molecules per formula unit) accompanied by two endothermic DTA peaks (onset: 390 K, peak maximum: 419 K; onset: 478 K, peak maximum: 514 K, respectively). 12-). Also, the crystallographic c-axis length of the title compound is approximately doubled compared to that of dioptase. The present synthesis of the nickel-free magnesium borophosphate hydrate validates the deduction made in [3] . 
Discussion

